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 A very old court case from 1866.  The quote was part of the opinion written by Judge Gideon J. Tucker.  Apparently back then they 

werenôt as big on subject-verb agreement.  Some of you donôt know what that means and thatôs okay.  The jokes are less cerebral from 

here on out. 
2
 However, there are some clever ways around this rule, including taking a bill that passed one of the chambers last year and 

ñamendingò it by taking out all of the current language and replacing it with the language of the new bill.  For example, ñSusieôs 

Law,ò the animal cruelty law that received a lot of press (and is covered later in this update) started out last year as a bill entitled ñAn 

Act To Allow Mutual Aid Agreements Between the State and Political Subdivisions of the State, As Recommended By The Joint 

Select Committee On Emergency Preparedness And Disaster Management Recovery.ò  That bill received little to no press in large part 

because no one understood the title, much less what the bill was trying to accomplish. 
3
 Which goes to show that it takes much less time to decide how to spend your money when you donôt have any money to spend. 
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 This is known as the 48 hour law because it provides that the defendant may be held up to 48 hours if it takes that long to have a first 

appearance in front of a judge. 
5
 This law can be filed under ñWò for ñWhy were judges not considering criminal history when setting conditions of release in 

domestic violence cases?ò  Iôm hoping that this law was unnecessary.  Call me naïve. 
6
 ñSweepstakesò is defined as ñany game, advertising scheme or plan, or other promotion, which, with or without payment of any 

consideration, a person may enter to win or become eligible to receive any prize, the determination of which is based upon chance.ò 
7
 When the legislature uses terms like ñentertaining display,ò the jokes almost write themselves.  I picture Homer Simpson types, 

easily distracted by shiny objects, mesmerized by the entertaining display of a video poker machine. 
8
 Which is to say, we want to outlaw even the ones you havenôt even dreamed up yet. 

9
 The story was actually a lot more complicated than this.  The 6 to 8 month prison sentence was for the charge of ñburning personal 

property,ò a Class H felony.  The judge was only able to give probation on the animal cruelty charge, which was the injustice that 

proponents of the new law wanted to correct.  What was downplayed in all this was that the defendant also pled guilty to indecent 

liberties with a minor, breaking and entering, obtaining property by false pretenses, and marijuana charges.  In all, he is serving 21 to 

26 months in prison followed by a lengthy term of probation, so itôs not as if he got off scot free. 
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 Speaking of dogs (and itôs safe to say that this update is quickly going to the dogs), if Goofy and Pluto are both dogs, why is Goofy 

considered the dumb one when he can walk on two legs and talk? 
11

 One might even call them ñLilliputian,ò especially if someone had challenged you to include that word in this weekôs legal update. 
12

 These could be called ñIMAPò vehicles, but that would probably infringe on a copyright held by Apple. 
13

 Wait ï donôt ALL vehicles have rear-facing red lights when stopped?  Just kidding ï the statute is not talking about brake lights. 
14

 If not, go read the ñ2009 Sausage Report ï Part One,ò 2 L.Q.O.W. 20 (09/11/09) immediately.  Weôll wait for you. 
15

 For those of you that read this from other agencies, G.S. 160A-168 applies to cities but there are other statutes that apply to state 

agencies and sheriffôs offices that have also been amended in the same fashion this year.  As always, check with your agencyôs legal 

advisor for more details. 
16

 For the sake of completeness, a literal reading of the current statute seems to require only the date and not the type, but that is also 

clarified in the new statute. 


